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Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition Prize Distribution Ceremony

Report

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi hosted a Prize 
distribution ceremony for the prestigious Atul Krishna Binodini Creative Writing Competition on 25th November 
2024 in the Committee room. The event was convened by Ms. Ruchika Bhatia and Mr. Tarun Sharma, with Dr. 

Name of the event: 
Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition Prize 
Distribution Ceremony

Name of the organiser: 
English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia

And Mr. Tarun Sharma

Type of event:  Inter-college 

Objectives of the event: Prize Distribution Ceremony and Creative Writing Competition

Name and affiliation of the resource 
person:



Aruna Chakravarthy and Dr. Sanjeev Kaushal and Dr. Richa, the judges for the competition, announcing the 
results.

Professor Swati Pal, the Principal of JDMC, began the event by presenting the guests with a token of appreciation. 
Following this, Prof. Pal shared her insights into the act of creative writing, with the judges adding to what she 
spoke and recounting their experience judging the entries for the competition.

Though it was an inter college competition, this year's winners were from within the college itself.

- 1st Position: Nishita K.D., Department of Political Science 

- 2nd Position: Priyanshi Miglani, B.A. Programme

- 3rd Position: Debalina Adhikari, Department of English

- 1st Consolation Prize: Khushboo Mittal, Department of English

- 2nd Consolation Prize: Arunima Pal, Department of Sociology 

The rolling trophy was awarded to Nishtha with the certificates and cash prizes distributed among all winners.

Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition

Report

Name of the event:  Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition

Name of the organiser: 
English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia

And Mr. Tarun Sharma

Type of event:  Inter-college 

Objectives of the event: Creative writing

Name and affiliation of the resource person:



The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial college, University of Delhi, organised the annual 
Inter-College Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition on 18th November 2024 at 12:00 PM in 
rooms 68 and 69. 

Each participant was given two sheets - one for drafting their ideas and another for final submission - along with a 
slip on which three prompts were written, with the participant choosing any one to write a poem on. The prompts 
were as follows:

The participants from various colleges started reporting at the venue at 11:30 AM.  The conveners, Mr Tarun 
Sharma and Ms Ruchika Bhatia briefed them on the rules of the competition. The competition was an hour long 
and ended at 1:00 PM.
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The Map Makers: Remembering Keki N. Daruwalla, Other Indian English Poets, and Contextualising Gender

“The Gulmohar looks pale, branches emaciated cry for help.”
“The old-world sparrows are not to be seen anywhere, expelled by us, they live in the desert of solitude.”
“You travel to the mountains and the beaches for serenity, but they are stuck and have nowhere to go”



Report

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi, held a session on “The 
Map Makers: Remembering Keki N. Daruwalla, Other Indian English Poets, and Contextualising Gender” by Dr 
Jaydeep Sarangi, the principal of New Alipore College in Kolkata on 23rd October 2024 from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM 
in the committee room. The third-year student, Debalina Adhikari, was the anchor for the event.

The session traced the emergence of Indian English poetry within Indian history. Dr Jaydeep Sarangi walked the 
audience through the beginning of Indian writing in English before expanding on the contributions of poets from 
different corners of India in shaping Indian poetry in English as it exists today. An important element of the 
discussion were the critics of Indian English poetry, and the “sponsored history” taught in institutions.

Dr. Sarangi emphasised the act of rising in love, not falling in love, with poetry, taking examples of Sangam 
literature and the north-eastern poet Mamang Dai, to shed light on marginalised, non-mainstream cultures in 
poetry. According to him, a poem “speaks” to the reader and the emotional intensity of each poem varies. He thus 
encouraged the audience to read more poems and read them closely, word by word, diving fully into the madness of 
passion.

Dr. Sarangi ended his talk with a recital of three of his poems, gifting Sahitya Academy’s anthology on 
contemporary Indian English Poetry, titled Mapping the Mind Minding the Map, of which he was a co-editor, and 
his own poetry anthology, Memories of Words, to the college library. After his talk, students and faculty members 
raised various questions on the topic of Indian English Poetry to Dr. Jaydeep Sarangi who shared his insights on the 
same. 
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Webinar on Studying Abroad Is Not Expensive: It is Rewarding

Name of the event:  “Studying Abroad isn't Expensive: It is Rewarding”

Name of the organiser:  English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia and    Mr. 
Tarun Sharma

Type of event:  Intra-college

Objectives of the event: Career Counselling

Name and affiliation of the resource 
person:



Report

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi, conducted an online 
session on the topic: “Studying Abroad isn't Expensive: It’s Rewarding” in collaboration with the organisation 
EduGuide Global Consultants on 19th October, 2024 on Zoom. Mr. Rahul Dutt and Ms. Suchi Aggarwal, 
representatives of the EduGuide Global Consultants, were the speakers for the event. Gauri Wadehra, a second-year 
student was the anchor for the same.

The session began with a formal welcome to the guest speakers, and the introduction of the topic. Mr. Rahul then 
took over and expanded on the topic by first considering the educational budget, and then the time frame of 
applications required for various universities, and how these criteria may change depending upon the country one 
considered. The speakers deconstructed the various elements of university applications, including competitive 
exams, essays, LORs, etc. They also provided an in-depth explanation of the various scholarships available in 
different universities across the globe.

It was an interactive session, with the stage open to questions and enquiries from the attendees. The speakers helped 
the students solve any queries they had, including, but not limited to, questions regarding Ivy League colleges, 
streams/courses available after an undergraduate degree in English, option of majors and minors in Masters Degree, 
and importance of extracurriculars. 

Students from various departments joined the event and were enlightened by the content of the lecture. The session 
ended with a final questions and answers round, after which the anchor, Gauri Wadehra, gave a vote of thanks.
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Field Trip to The National Human Rights Commission

Report:

The English Department Association, with the support of its faculty members, Dr. Sanjukta Naskar and 
Ms. Tarini Pandey organized a field trip to The National Human Rights Commission on 12 September, 
2024 from 2:30 to 5:30 pm. The trip involved English Hons III yr students and BA Prog students. They 
were taken to The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) which is an independent statutory body 

Name of the event:  Field Trip to The National Human Rights Commission

Name of the organiser: 
Dr. Sanjukta Naskar, Ms. Tarini Pandey

English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia and Mr. Tarun Sharma

Type of event:  Field Trip

Objectives of the event:
To introduce the students to The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is an 
independent statutory body of the Government of India that protects and promotes 
human rights. It was established in 1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Act. 
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NIL



of the Government of India that protects and promotes human rights. It was established in 1993 under the 
Protection of Human Rights Act. 
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Orientation for joining the English Department Association

Report

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi held an orientation for 
its association on 5th October, 2024 from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM. The orientation was attended by many first year 
students. 

Name of the event:  EDA Orientation

Name of the organiser:  English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia and        Mr. Tarun 
Sharma

Type of event:  Orientation

Objectives of the event: To introduce and familiarise the first-year students to the workings of 
English Department Association

Name and affiliation of the resource 
person:

NIL



The General Secretary of the EDA, Zaara Aamir was the host for the event and explained to the first years the 
purpose, functions, and achievements of the department association. The heads and coordinators of the Editorial, 
Media, Organisation, Cultural and Sponsorship Teams spoke briefly about the work they do and the requirements 
for becoming a member of their respective teams.

The event ended with a question and answers section where the office bearers cleared any doubts the attendees had 
about the association. In addition to this, the organisation shared the QR code for the attendance and the 
recruitment form which the attendees cheerfully filled on the spot.

Pictures:

















Janki Devi Memorial College

University of Delhi

JDMC-IQAC

Freshers’ Orientation

Report:

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial college, University of Delhi, organised the Freshers’ 
orientation for the recently admitted batch of 24’ on 27th September, 2024. Lunch from Mc’Donalds was 
distributed to the students at 2:00 PM in Room 13 in an orderly manner, after which they were sent to be seated in 

Name of the event:  Freshers’ Orientation

Name of the organiser:  English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia and      Mr. 
Tarun Sharma

Type of event:  Intra-department 

Objectives of the event: To celebrate the first-year students’ entrance into the college

Name and affiliation of the resource 
person:

NIL



the auditorium. The event commenced at 2:30 PM at the college auditorium. The theme was “Florals in Fall”. Ridhi 
Aggarwal from third year and Shrishti Jaggi from second year were the anchors for the same.

JDMC’s principal, Professor Swati Pal, and the teacher-in-charge of the English department, Dr. Namita Sethi 
addressed the first years and congratulated them on their admission to the college and the department. The second 
and third years gave Bollywood dance performances in honour of the first years after which the first years were 
invited to the stage for the ramp walk. 

Various first year students illustrated their talents in the talent hunt after which the anchors distributed prizes for 
the “Best Dressed”, “Best Performer” and “Best Ramp Walker”. The event came to an end with a vote of thanks by 
the president, Dhanya Singh, following which the audience were called to the stage to dance to the DJ. The 
auditorium was cleared at 4:00 PM.
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Seminar on Brij Kishan Chandiwala's Dilli ki Khoj / In Search of Delhi and Bapu ke Charnon Mein: A Conversation 
with Prof. Mythili Kaul

Name of the event:  Brij Kishan Chandiwala's Dilli ki Khoj / In Search of Delhi and Bapu ke 
Charnon Mein: A Conversation with Prof. Mythili Kaul

Name of the organiser:  English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia and Mr. Tarun Sharma

Type of event:  Inter-college and inter-department

Objectives of the event: To remember and celebrate JDMC’s founder, Shr. Brij Krishna Chandiwala.

Name and affiliation of the 
resource person:

NIL



Report:

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi, held a hybrid session on 
JDMC’s founder, Brij Kishan Chandiwala's books - Dilli ki Khoj (trans. In Search of Delhi) and Bapu ke Charnon 

Mein on 19th September, 2024 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the Committee room. Professor Mythili Kaul headed 
the lecture, standing as a guest of honour, sharing her insights on Brij Kishan Chandiwala's works and her own 
experiences meeting him, and talking to him and Gandhiji once as a young girl growing up in Delhi in pre-
independent times. 

The session began with Dr Gill introducing Chandiwala’s life, books, and adherence to Gandhian principles. Prof. 
Sudha Upadhyay from the Hindi department, then provided insights into Bapu ke Charnon Mein, having read this 
rare and hard-to-find book by virtue of receiving its hardcover as an award during her graduation. Following this, 
Professor Mythili Kaul started a detailed discussion on how Brij Krishan Chandiwala embarked on writing the 
book, Bapu Ke Charno Mein, sharing and analysing her favourite instances from the text. Following the discussion 
on Brij Kishan Chandiwala’s relationship with and notes on Gandhi, Dr. Gill segued into his other book, Dilli Ki 
Khoj, and how he paints a picture of Delhi, its culture and history despite not being a trained historian, talking 
about his deep love for the city and how it shines through in his work. Following this, Dr Gill and Dr Namita Sethi 
talked about their experiences translating the book, and had an insightful discussion with Professor Kaul about 
what the book says and represents.

The session ended with a few words of appreciation from our principal, Professor Swati Pal and a vote of thanks.
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Foundation Lecture on The Greek Epic by Dr. Jitender Gill



Report:

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi, organised a Foundation 
Lecture on “The Greek Epic”, by Dr Jitendra Gill, for the first-year students on 13th September, 2024 from 12:00 
PM to 1:00 PM in room number 13. 

Dr. Gill began the lecture by diving into what makes an epic, especially in the Western Homeric context. She utilised 
visual resources, showing an ancient map to help the students understand the background and setting of the texts 
they were studying, and explaining how, where, how and why one travelled in Ancient Graeco-Roman times. After 
explaining the contexts, Dr Gill segued into Homer and his contributions to the format of the Western epic - epic 
conventions and the techniques of writing an epic that he invented and popularised to the point that we can see 
them being used to this day.

The event ended with a question-and-answer session where Dr. Gill clarified all remaining doubts of the students 
attending the lecture and told them about the podcast, she had worked on recently with the 2nd year student, Gauri 
Wadehra, where they dug deeper into Homer and his contributions to the epic format, which is available on the 
college website.

Posters: 

Name of the event:  Foundation Lecture on The Greek Epic by Dr. Jitender Gill

Name of the organiser: 
English Department Association, Ms. Ruchika Bhatia, Mr. Tarun 
Sharma

Type of event:  Departmental foundation lecture

Objectives of the event: To introduce the first-year students to the Western Classical 
litearture.

Name and affiliation of the resource person: NIL
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Teachers’ Day

Report:

Name of the event:  Teachers’ Day

Name of the organiser: 
English Department Association, Ms. Ruchika Bhatia, Mr. Tarun 
Sharma

Type of event:  Intra-department 

Objectives of the event: To show appreciation to the English Department teachers.

Name and affiliation of the resource person: NIL



On the occasion of Teacher's Day (5th September 2024), the English Department Association of Janki Devi 
Memorial College, University of Delhi, distributed handmade cards with an intent to pay respect and express 
gratitude towards the English Department faculty members along with a chocolate. 

Professor Swati Pal, the principal, greatly appreciated the gesture and the special rose and welcomed the new Core 
Team and Teacher Convenors of the English Department Association with great words of encouragement. The 
faculty members commended the efforts of the students and thanked EDA for the event.

Pictures:





Janki Devi Memorial College

University of Delhi

JDMC-IQAC

Deeksharambh: The Induction Program- English Department



Report:

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial college, University of Delhi, organised 
“Deeksharambh: The Student Induction programme” for the first-year students of the department of English on 
2nd September 2024 from 1:30 PM in room no. 13. The session commenced with one of the Teacher Convenors, Mr 
Tarun Sharma introducing the faculty members and inviting Professor Swati Pal, the Principal of Janki Devi 
Memorial College, to address the gathering. During her address, Professor Pal acquainted the students with the 
multifaceted nature of the activities and initiatives undertaken by the English Department and added literary 
fervour to the session. She was followed by Dr. Namita Sethi, the Teacher in Charge of the English Department, 
who welcomed the students and wished them luck for the coming year. Next, Professor Payal Nagpal, The IQAC 
coordinator, took the stage to inform the students on the pool of GE, SEC and VAC courses, assisting them in 
properly navigating the credit system, introduced under NEP. 

The students were oriented towards their core papers and introduced to the faculty members teaching them those 
papers. Ms Tannu Sharma, a faculty member, briefly introduced the students to the paper, European Classical 
Literature and enlightened them regarding the University's UFM guidelines. Following this, Mr Ankan Dhar and 
Ms. Ruchi Kalita talked about the paper, Indian Classical Literature and threw light upon the syllabus. 
Furthermore, Ms Ruchika Bhatia delved into the intrinsics of Introduction to Literary Studies and shared the 
importance of maintaining a good attendance record. 

The hardcopies of the Time-Table were distributed amongst the first-years and they were informed about the Code 
of Conduct by the faculty members. The session ended on a positive note as the students were told what the college 
has to offer in terms of academics and extracurricular activities. Finally, the Class Representatives and core 
members of the English Department Association mentored the students, clearing their doubts, distributing 
refreshments, and giving them a tour of the college.

Name of the event:  Deeksharambh: The Induction Program- English Department

Name of the organiser:  English Department Association: Ms. Ruchika Bhatia and Mr. Tarun 
Sharma

Type of event:  Intra-department

Objectives of the event: To familiarise the first-year students to the department, their professors 
and the college

Name and affiliation of the resource 
person:

NIL
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NEP Pedagogy Seminar cum Workshop for Faculty

The English Department Association, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi, organized a Seminar cum 

Workshop for the department members on 9 August, 2024 to discuss the New Education Policy and teaching skills 

required under the NEP scheme. The speakers for the day were Dr. Anjana Neira Dev and Ms. Sanam Khanna, who 

explained the different modalities of the NEP scheme and the essential pedagogical tools required to teach the new 

courses. The workshop focussed on unlearning the traditional teaching skills, adopting the new modern approaches 

such as extensive use of ICT in the classroom and the new grading parameters for the IA/CA assessments. 
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