
  

Janki Devi Memorial College  

University of Delhi  
       JDMC-IQAC 

  

Orientation Programme 

Name of the event: Orientation Programme for upcoming II & III 

year Students (DSE, GE, SEC and VAC) 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event Intra college 

Objectives of the event: To apprise the students with the options 

available in the coming academic year 

 

Report: 

 

The Department of English organized an orientation program on the upcoming courses for the 

students of second and third-year on the 7th of May 2024, from 5:30 PM onwards in an online 

meeting on Zoom. The current first and second-year students attended the session. 

The professors of the Department of English, including the TIC, Dr Namita Sethi, expanded 

upon the course structure for Sem III and Sem V and elaborated on the various papers and 

criteria for both the coming II and III years.  

While the upcoming second-year students were offered options between GE (Generic Elective) 

and DSE (Discipline Specific Electives), the third-year students were informed of their 

requirement to study both in the upcoming year with an absence of VAC and AEC. The second-

year students were given the option of picking 19th Century European Realism, Literature 

Theory or Literature and Cinema as their DSE, while the third-year students were offered 

Partition Literature, Human Rights and Literature and Children's Literature. 

This was followed by a brief discussion on the SEC, VAC and GE courses provided by the 

teachers of the English Department for the students from other departments who had joined the 

meeting. The concerned teachers who taught the papers previously catered to the doubts of the 

attendees and encouraged them to take the diverse range of interesting papers. Finally, the 

students were informed to check for option forms and fill in their choices timely. 
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Farewell Day 

Name of the event: • Farewell Day Celebration 

 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: celebration 

 

The English Department Association organised the Farewell for the Batch of 2021 on Thursday 

9th May, from 9 AM to 12 PM in the college auditorium. Riya Barala, a second-year student 

and Zaara Aamir, a first-year student, were the anchors for the event. 

The festivities began with a beautiful speech by Dr Namita Sethi, our TIC, who expressed her 

heartfelt happiness as the third-year bid adieu to the college. Upon the heartfelt request of the 

graduating batch, Mr Ankan Dhar gave a speech where he celebrated all that the batch has stood 

for before wishing them well in all their future endeavours. 

The celebration began with the felicitation ceremony where Dr Namita Sethi, Ms. Tara Negi, 

Ms Ruchika Bhatia, and Dr Madhulika Nirmal presented the EDA students’ body with a token 

of appreciation. The third-year student, Ms Aafiya Aafiyat was honoured with the Nissim 

Ezekiel Award for her exceptional academic achievement.  

The second-year student, Ms Sugandha Sharma graced the event with her beautiful semi-

classical dance performance. Following this, the first and second years entertained their 

audience with their wonderful Bollywood dance performances, between which the third-year 

students dazzled the audience with their ramp walk. 

The President of the English Department Association, Ayisha Hima P, along with the class 

representatives of the 2021 batch, Kanak Singhal and Arshiya Singh, gave a farewell speech 

sharing their experiences.  

Towards the end of the celebration, the anchors invited the third-year students to showcase their 

talents one last time, a challenge many of them took up. Ms. Ruchika Bhatia shortly addressed 

the students joyfully encouraging them to take up the new venture of their life with positivity 

and newfound enthusiasm. This was followed by a DJ session on the stage where all students, 

especially the departing batch, joined the stage before dispersing for lunch in the college 

canteen.  
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Celebration of Shakespeare’s Birth Anniversary 

Name of the event: Celebration of Shakespeare’s Birth Anniversary 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Bardolators: Prof Payal Nagapal, Mr Ankan 

Dhar, Ms Ruchi Kalita 

Type of event Intra college 

Objectives of the event: Seminar on Shakespeare  

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Prof Payal Nagpal 

 

Bardolators, the Shakespeare Society of the College, in collaboration with the English 

Department Association, organised a session to celebrate the Birth Anniversary of Shakespeare 

on 23 April 2024. Prof. Payal Nagpal addressed the students on how the works of the Bard has 

influenced the world around us in terms of literature, culture, politics and ethics. She also 

discussed the importance of students’ engagement with his works, especially in the Indian 

context, to have a richer academic and extra-curricular participation. The session was attended 

by many students, who found it extremely informative. 
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Re-engaging with Shakespeare: A Students’ Seminar 

Name of the event: Re-engaging with Shakespeare: A Students’ 

Seminar 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Bardolators: Prof Payal Nagapal, Mr Ankan 

Dhar, Ms Ruchi Kalita 

Type of event Intra college 

Objectives of the event: Seminar on Shakespeare  

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Bardolators: The Shakespeare Society  

Name and Affiliation of Judge of the 

Event: 

Prof Payal Nagpal 

Dr Indu Jain 

Name and Affiliation of Prize winner of 

the event: 

Ms. Lakshita Gandhi: 1st  

Ms. Navya Dua: 2nd  

Ms. Zaara Aamir: 3rd  

 

 

  Bardolators, the Shakespeare Society of the College, in collaboration with the English 

Department Association, organised a Students’ Seminar on the theme of ‘Re-engaging with 

Shakespeare: Texts and Contexts’ on 23 April 2023. Five students presented their papers on 

various Shakespearean texts and themes. The jury consisted of Prof. Payal Nagpal and Dr. Indu 

Jain, faculty members of the English Department. The first position was awarded to Ms. Lakshita 

Gandhi, who also received the Anita Nahal Memorial Prize. Ms. Navya Dua and Ms. Zaara Aamir 

received the second and third position, respectively. The session was academically enriching, and 

attended by many students and teachers. 
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Foundation Lecture on Modern European Drama by Dr. Sanjay Kumar 

Name of the event: Foundation Lecture on Modern European 

Drama by Dr. Sanjay Kumar 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event Intra college 

Objectives of the event: Foundation Lecture on Modern European 

Drama 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Dr Sanjay Kumar 

 

The English Department Association organised a foundation lecture on Modern European 

Drama by Dr Sanjay Kumar for the third-year students on 22nd April 2024 at 10:30 am in room 

number 13.  

The speaker conducted an interactive session with the students where they explored the power 

of the stage to reflect and shape our world. A discussion took place on the setting that inspired 

Dario Fo’s Can't Pay, Won't Pay, with the socio-economic scenes in Italy during the 1960s 

explicated to the students. Dr Sanjay Kumar elaborated on commedia dell'arte in theatre and 

agitprop theatre in detail, which the students greatly appreciated. The life and works of Fo and 

Franca Rame and their relationship also found a special spot in the lecture.  

The lecture came to an end with a question-and-answer session wherein Dr Sanjay, along with 

Dr Nagpal, held discussions on and explained in detail the question raised by the students on 

Modern European Drama and its various facets. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sample questions of feedback/ evaluation form: 

 

Q1. Did you receive the poster and details of the event in time? 

Q2. How will you rate the content/coverage of the sessions? 

Q3. How will you rate the presentations of the speakers? 

Q4. How will you rate the overall experience of the session? 

Q5. Any other suggestion(s)? 
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International Symposium on Indian English Poetry: Celebrating Ezekiel and Mapping the 

Landscape of Indian English Poetry 

Name of the event: International Symposium on Indian English 

Poetry: Celebrating Ezekiel and Mapping the 

Landscape of Indian English Poetry 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event International Symposium 

Objectives of the event: Celebrating Ezekiel and Mapping the Landscape 

of Indian English Poetry 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Professor GJV Prasad 

Professor Lakshmisree Banerjee 

Ms Kavita Ezekiel 

Dr Anjana Neira Dev 

Dr Achingliu Kamei 

Professor Radha Chakravarty 

Prof Anita Nahal 

Dr Vivek Narayanan 

Prof B Mangalam 

 

Report: 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College hosted the International 

Symposium on Indian English Poetry, celebrating the centenary of Nissim Ezekiel's birth on 4 

April 2024 in the Seminar Hall. The symposium was compéred by students Debalina Adhikari 

and Sowparnika MS from the English Department.  

The event began with a warm welcome to all present, with Dr Namita Sethi articulating the 

intent behind the event. She felicitated Professor Swati Pal, who in turn felicitated Professor 

GJV Prasad, who gave the keynote address. Professor Pal narrated some anecdotes from her 

student life and teaching days and gave insight into her bond with Professor Prasad. Prof 

Prasad, in turn, talked about what poetry means to a poet and about appropriating English as our 

language because one can't write poetry unless one owns the language. In this very engaging 

talk, he discussed why we use the colonizers' language as a nationalist defensive mode and to 

assert control over it.  

The session was followed by a short tea break, following which we began our next session, 

Poet Speak with Professor Lakshmisree Banerjee, chaired by Dr Jitender Gill. After 

introductions and felicitation of the guest and the chair, Professor Banerjee talked about her 

preference for English over her supposed mother tongue, Bangla. She read aloud several of her 

poems from her latest collections, Blue Phoenix and Dust Decked Rainbow Quilts.  



The third session, Celebrating 100 Years of Nissim Ezekiel: A Tribute, began with felicitation of 

the guests and the chair. Dr Sethi talked about the legacy of Nissim Ezekiel. Ms Kavita Ezekiel 

could not join us in person; however, a recorded lecture by her was played on the screen. In the 

lecture, she recounted her father’s days as a student and explored how the man and the poet 

merged in his personality. His unconventional talent and his role as a father, friend, and leader 

were uncovered.  

The next presenter, Dr Anjana Neira Dev, spoke about the importance of negotiating between 

tradition and modernity. She believes that the language of food and love has a universality that 

transcends time and space. She believes that English is her mother tongue. Dr Dev also talked 

about Ezekiel's collections of poetry. After Dr Dev, we had Dr Achingliu Kamei with us, who 

talked about how Ezekiel's poetry is so powerful that it has influenced Indian poetic culture. 

She emphasized how Ezekiel’s verses remind one of the diversity and inclusivity in Indian 

culture. She read Ezekiel’s poems Waking, The Second Candle, and The Night and the 

Scorpion. Dr Kamei talked about the unconventional imagery in Ezekiel’s poems and the 

relevance of his poetry in the contemporary world.  

The session was followed by a lunch break in the canteen. After lunch, we resumed the third 

session, Aspects of Indian English Poetry (I). The speakers for the session were Professor 

Radha Chakravarty, present in the session offline, with Professor Pramod K Nayar and 

Professor Anita Nahal joining us online. Dr Payal Nagpal acted as the chair and felicitated the 

speakers, with Ms Ruchika Bhatia felicitating her. Professor Nayar began the talk by 

referencing habitat poetry and the roles and consequences of the loss of habits and habitations 

in Indian English Poetry. The construction of the home, homeliness, and the unhomely in 

Ezikeil’s poems were thoroughly discussed.  

After this, we moved on to Prof Anita Nahal who focused on the theme of poetry and women's 

consciousness. She used a pre-made presentation to explain the mechanism of dreaming in 

sleep. Prof Nahal talked about how most poetry by women was autobiographical, observational, 

or confessional. She discussed the legacy of various female poets like Toru Dutt, Sarojini 

Naidu, Mahadevi Verma, Amrita Pritam, Kamala Das, Laxmi Kanan, Rupi Kaur, etc and how 

their poems reflect the idea of gender and historicity. She ended the talk by reading aloud her 

poem, Greatest Warrior is Metamorphic Earth.  

After Prof Nahal, Professor Radha Chakravarty graced the occasion with her presence. She 

started by talking about her book Subliminal. She spoke about how media affects our 

subconscious mind and the hidden and submerged reality that guides our lives. She also talked a 

little about Ezekiel. Professor Chakravarty talked about women's bodies as a home and the 

journey of finding comfort within one's body. She read out her poem Alien, which deals with 

the same theme. She emphasized how poetry is not only the art of writing and speaking but also 

of listening. 

For our next session on Aspects of Indian English Poetry, we had Dr Vivek Narayanan joining 

us online and Prof B Mangalam joining us offline. This session was chaired by Dr Sanjukta 

Naskar and started with an introduction and felicitation of the panelists and the chair. Dr 

Narayanan started with references to the keynote address by Dr Prasad and added to the 

importance of English poetry in India. He talked about the rich diversity of Indian culture. 

Towards the end, Dr Narayanan talked about Dalit poetry in English, which set the momentum 

for the speech by Prof Mangalam.  

Prof Mangalam reflected on her short time as a teacher at JDMC. She talked about her work 

Being Dalit, Writing English and then shifted to Meena Kandasamy and the radical shift in 

Dalit poetry in English that she brought about. She read Meena Kandasamy's poem Touch and 

talked about a couple of her other poems. Prof Mangalam addressed the struggle faced by Dalit 

writers in being published even in contemporary times and talked about how caste biases have 

invaded all spaces.  



Following this, Ms Ruchika Bhatia concluded the symposium with a vote of thanks. A short tea 

break was announced, which was followed by an open mic where the students showcased their 

poetic capabilities and vigor before the symposium finally came to an end. The one-day 

international symposium was collectively attended by 148 participants in the offline and online 

mode.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

Attendance cum feedback sample: 

 

  
 



 
 

Sample questions of feedback/ evaluation form: 

 

Q1. Did you receive the poster and details of the event in time? 

Q2. How will you rate the content/coverage of the sessions? 

Q3. How will you rate the presentations of the speakers? 

Q4. How will you rate the overall experience of the session? 

Q5. Any other suggestion(s)? 
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                        Aruna Chakravarti Creative Writing Competition 

 

Name of the event: Aruna Chakravarti Creative Writing 

Competition 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event Intra college  

Objectives of the event: On-the-spot poetry/short story writing 

competition 

Name and Affiliation of Judge of the 

Event: 

Ms Ruchi Kalita 

Name and Affiliation of Prize winner of 

the event: 

Ms. Debalina Adhikari  

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College organized the annual 

Aruna Chakravarti Creative Writing Competition on 20th March from 11:45 AM to 12:45 PM 

in room no. 13 during the long assembly. 

The intra-college competition invited entries from students from various departments. It was an 

on-the-spot competition where five prompts were given to all participants, and they had to use 

at least one or/and all five. The students were allowed to write either poetry or a short story. 

Most of the prompts were associated with time and memories, encouraging the attendees to 

brainstorm various ways of execution. The event saw widespread participation and was a  

success throughout.  
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Mindverse Study Abroad Workshop 

Name of the event: 
Mindverse Study Abroad Workshop 

 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: To educate students on the opportunities 

available for studying in the UK and France 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Mr. Soupal Roy (Mindverse) 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College arranged a workshop on 

studying abroad with Mindverse UK on 5th February 2024 at noon in the Seminar Room. The 

session was attended by an enthusiastic batch of 82 students from the college. The workshop 

featured the distinguished speakers Mr. Soupal Roy, Ms. Sanjana Roy, Ms. Sangeeta Basu, and 

Mr. Anurag Chatterjee. The session's primary focus was to educate students on the opportunities 

available for studying in the UK and France, with special emphasis on the 2-year Post Study 

Work Visa and the Skill Bridge Program for job placements. 

Mr. Soupal Roy, a key speaker at the workshop, shed light on the role of Mindverse in 

facilitating students' endeavors to study outside of India and emphasized the importance of 

exploring global education opportunities. The presentation aimed to empower students with the 

appropriate knowledge to make informed decisions about their education and career goals.  

The session highlighted the myriad benefits of pursuing education abroad, including exposure 

to diverse cultures, advanced academic resources, and global networking opportunities. The 

speakers emphasized the significance of carefully selecting universities based on individual 

preferences, educational goals, and career aspirations.  

The session ended with an interactive session where the students engaged with the speakers 

with questions regarding their academic aspirations and plans. 

 



                 

 

 



 

Attendance cum feedback 

 

 

 



Sample questions of feedback/ evaluation form: 

 

Q1. Did you receive the poster and details of the event in time? 

Q2. How will you rate the content/coverage of the sessions? 

Q3. How will you rate the presentation/communication of the resource person?  

Q4. How will you rate the overall experience of the session? 

Q5. Was the session interactive and cater to your needs regarding study and placement abroad? 
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Exploring the use of Research Methods in Academic Writing: Ms Nidhi Kalra 

Name of the event: • Exploring the use of Research Methods in 

Academic Writing: Ms Nidhi Kalra 

 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: To educate students on Research methodologies 

involved in academic writing 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Ms Nidhi Kalra 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College organized a webinar via 

Zoom titled "Exploring the use of Research Methods in Academic Writing" on 25 November 

2023, at 4:00 PM. 

The speaker for the session was Ms Nidhi Kalra, an Assistant Professor at FLAME University, 

Pune. She talked about the meaning and objectives of research. She discussed the challenges faced 

by the researchers and how to overcome them. Ms. Kalra discussed the various stages of research 

and explained how one can proceed in the identification of the research object, narrowing down 

the main topic to possible subtopics, and organizing research material. She discussed in detail the 

concept of close reading, visual methods and comparative methods for research. 

The session ended with Ms Nidhi Kalra answering some interesting questions raised by the 

enthusiastic audience. 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sample questions of feedback/ evaluation form: 

 

Q1. Did you receive the poster and details of the event in time? 

Q2. How will you rate the content/coverage of the sessions? 

Q3. How will you rate the presentations of the speakers? 

Q4. How will you rate the overall experience of the session? 

Q5. Any other suggestion(s)? 
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Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition 

 

Name of the event: 
Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing 

Competition 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event Inter college  

Objectives of the event: Creative writing competition 

Name and Affiliation of Judge of the 

Event: 

Prof. Nandini Sahu 

Dr Akhil Katyal 

Name and Affiliation of Prize winner of 

the event: 

1st Prize: Mr Divyansh (Shaheed Bhagat Singh 

College) 

2nd Prize: Ms Divya Kandpal (Janki Devi 

Memorial College) 

3rd Prize: Ms Medha (Janki Devi Memorial 

College) 

First Consolation Prize: Ms Khushboo Mittal 

(Janki Devi Memorial College) 

Second Consolation Prize: Ms V P Lakshmitha 

(Janki Devi Memorial College) 

 

 

• Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College organized the prestigious 

Atul Krishna Binodini Devi Creative Writing Competition on 3rd November 2023, from 

11:45 AM to 12:45 PM, in rooms 12 and 13. Students from both undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels participated with enthusiasm from our college, particularly with the 

members of the English Department. 



The genre for the competition this year was short story writing. The theme, "Fairytales with a 

Twist", was revealed to the participants on the spot with three prompts: "Red Riding Hood 

Awaits the Wolf", "Panchatantra Besties" and "Slow and Steady Makes the Pace".   

The judges for the event were Prof. Nandini Sahu and Dr Akhil Katyal. Prof Sahu is the Former 

Director, School of Foreign Languages and is currently a Professor of English at Indira Gandhi 

National Open University, New Delhi, India. Her areas of research interest cover Indian 

Literature, New Literature, Folklore and Culture Studies, American Literature, Children’s 

Literature, and Critical Theory. While Dr Katyal is an Assistant Professor at Ambedkar 

University, Delhi. He is a recipient of various eminent fellowships and his areas of expertise 

include creative writing, literary theories, and queer studies.  

The results of the event were declared on 23rd November 2023 in the committee room. The 

principal. Prof Swati Pal warmly welcomed our esteemed judges, Prof Nandini Sahu and Dr 

Akhil Katyal (in absentia). The very well-known author and the ex-principal of Janki Devi 

Memorial College, Dr Aruna Chakravarti graced the prize distribution ceremony with her 

presence and golden words.  
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Writer’s Lecture series session 2: Ecofeminism in Green studies and Ocean Humanities 

Name of the event: Writer’s Lecture series session 2: Ecofeminism in 

Green Studies and Ocean Humanities 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Inter college 

Objectives of the event: To introduce the students to the concepts of 

Green studies and ocean Humanities 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Prof Nandini Sahu 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College organised the second 

session in the Writer's Lecture series with Professor Nandini Sahu on the topic “Ecofeminism in 

Green Studies and Ocean Humanities” in the committee room at 12:45 PM on 23rd November 

2023 which was attended by more than 50 participants. The event was anchored by the president 

of EDA, Ayisha Hima P, with Teacher-in-charge Dr Namita Sethi felicitating the speaker.  

Prof. Nandani Sahu introduced the listeners to ecofeminism and elaborated on the perspective of 

nurturing and preserving nature with the awareness of the term. She especially talked about the 

connotation of 'folklore' and how people misinterpret it, associating it with music and dance only, 

while the word has a broader meaning. Professor Sahu explained to the audience how ideas of 

rewriting history and historical characters (mainly women protagonists) are not well received by 

most people and taken otherwise. She clarified that through her writings, she is not encouraging 

women to Fight or rebel for rights, instead opening a new door for them to realize that they are 

strong enough to protect themselves.  

Beautifully, she explained how the different elements and resources are associated with our 

ancient narratives. She referenced the concept of the Panopticon by Michel Foucault, talking about 

how many people might be observing one person from all sides in a glass box; however, it can be 

vice versa, where one person can look back upon everyone from that glass box. She connected the 

concept with the significant episode of the Mahabharata, the disrobing story of Draupadi. A story 



that may be about the court of people watching Draupadi being dishonoured can also be 

understood as a story of the Draupadi watching the people in the court and understanding their true 

intentions and sentiments. 

The session culminated with more such insights, anecdotes, reading of an excerpt from her 

published book Sita (a poem), and some interesting questions from the spectators. 

   

  



 

 

Sample questions of feedback/ evaluation form: 

 

Q1. Did you receive the poster and details of the event in time? 

Q2. How will you rate the content/coverage of the sessions? 

Q3. How will you rate the presentations of the speakers? 

Q4. How will you rate the overall experience of the session? 

Q5. Any other suggestion(s)? 
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Of Friendships and Fables: (Re)writing Gender in The Indian Context” by Dr Debotri 

Dhar 

Name of the event: Of Friendships and Fables:(Re)Writing Gender 

in the Indian Context 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: Importance of healthy friendship  

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Dr Debotri Dhar 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College organized a session on “Of 

Friendships and Fables:(Re)Writing Gender in the Indian Context” with Dr. Debotri Dhar on 22nd 

November 2023 from 11:00 AM onwards in room number 13. The event was anchored by second-

year student Debalina Adhikari, with Teacher-in-charge Dr Namita Sethi felicitating the speaker.  

Dr Debotri Dhar emphasized the importance of healthy friendships in an individual's life 

throughout her talk, giving references from her works to explain the power of friendships and how 

they hold a significant position over other relationships. She encouraged budding writers by 

sharing her experiences and the plots of her famous novels. She shed light on some of her 

extensive work on the lives of courtesans of India and talked about how her books have females as 

the main protagonists and males in supporting roles, unlike the books written and published by 

various male authors. Dr Dhar also shared her valuable experience and ideas behind writing the 

renowned short story "A Flute Called Radha" in the anthology Finding Radha: A Quest for Love. 

Dr Namita Sethi personally recommended the book and even read an extract from the same.  

The session ended with a series of questions by the students and faculty members, with a vote of 

thanks by the president of EDA, Ayisha Hima P. A total of 92 participants attended the seesion. 

 

 



 

  

 



 

 

Sample questions of feedback/ evaluation form: 

 

Q1. Did you receive the poster and details of the event in time? 

Q2. How will you rate the content/coverage of the sessions? 

Q3. How will you rate the presentations of the speakers? 

Q4. How will you rate the overall experience of the session? 

Q5. Any other suggestion(s)? 
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Session on “Mapping the Contours of Caste and Natural Law Theory in Vyasa’s 

Mahabharata” by Dr Bhavya Arora 

Name of the event: Mapping the Contours of Caste and Natural Law 

Theory in Vyasa’s Mahabharata 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: Exploration of Mahabharata with a focus on 

natural law theory, societal reflections, and 

historical context. 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Dr Bhavya Arora 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College organized a lecture by Dr. 

Bhavya Arora on “Mapping the Contours of Caste and Natural Law Theory in Vyasa’s 

Mahabharata” on 17 November 2023 at 5:30 PM. The event was attended by students across 

English and other departments, with first-year students outnumbering the others. 

Dr Bhavya Arora explored the Mahabharata with a focus on natural law theory, societal 

reflections, historical context, and the threefold view of caste, gender, and class in the text. 

She discussed how the Mahabharata is an example of an open text that allows the audience to 

come upon different analyses and interpretations. She used the metaphor of old stories like an old 

wine poured into new bottles to explain how one can insert modern thoughts and ideas in this 

ancient text to come up with different interpretations and understandings. The Mahabharata acts as 

a mirror reflecting societal practices and offering lessons on mistakes. Dr Bhavya Arora discussed 

the unique concept of being 'twice-born' for Brahmins, the challenges faced by marginalized 

characters like Karna and  Hidimbi existing on the outskirts of society, and how the Mahabharata 

played into certain expectations of its audience.  She discussed the values presented in the episodic 

tales in the Mahabharata, contributing nothing to the larger narrative of the text and what it meant 

for the society at large. 



The lecture ended with Dr Bhavya Arora answering questions raised by the audience on 

educational resources and the morality of the characters existing on the margins of society. Gauri, 

a 1st year English Honours student and the anchor for the day ended the session with a vote of 

thanks. 
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Soft Skills in the 21st Century: Webinar 

Name of the event: • Soft Skills in the 21st Century: Webinar 

 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: Soft Skills 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Dr Itisha Nagar 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College held a webinar on the 

indispensable theme of "Soft Skills in the 21st Century" on 20th October 2023 from 6 PM 

onwards. The webinar was led by Dr Itisha Nagar, a Professor of Psychology from Kamala 

Nehru College, who acquainted students from varied departments and years with the concept of 

emotions and the ways we can cope with them.  

She engaged with the students in a discussion on the mentioned topics and conducted an 

activity where the students allotted themselves and their partners a list of adjectives shared on 

the screen and compared them with each other to understand what they think about themselves 

and what others think about them converges, and diverges. She used the results of these 

activities to explain the concept of the Johari Window. 

Through the talk, Dr. Itisha Nagar threw light upon the prevalent stereotypes that exist in 

society and taught the students measures the youth can take to disintegrate them from our 

societal structure. The session came to an end with an interesting question-answer session 

where students shared their experiences and took advice on how to work better with feelings 

and emotions like grief and depression. All the 89 enthusiastic participants gave a very positive 

feedback on the session.  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sample questions of feedback/ evaluation form: 

 

Q1. Did you receive the poster and details of the event in time? 

Q2. How will you rate the content/coverage of the sessions? 

Q3. How will you rate the presentations of the speakers? 

Q4. How will you rate the overall experience of the session? 

Q5. Any other suggestion(s)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Jan Bhagidari: G20 and Sustainable Growth 

 

The English Department Association of Janki Devi Memorial College organized an intra-

department essay writing competition on the theme of "G20 and Sustainable Growth" on 13 

September 2023 at 11 AM in Room 13. The following subtopics were revealed to the registered 

40 participants at the beginning of the event: 

1. Youth and G20 Priorities 

2. Gender Inclusive Economic Growth 

3. G20 Inspires to Achieve Sustainable Growth 

On 26 September 2023, the winners were facilitated by Dr Namita Sethi, the head of the 

Department of English at 12 PM in Room no. 13. The following were the winners of the Essay 

Writing competition: 

• First position (Rs. 2000/-):  Debalina Adhikari BA(H) English (2nd year)  

• Second position (Rs. 1500/-): Riya BA(H) English (2nd year) 

• Third position (rs. 1000/-): Barina Yusuf BA(H) English (1st year) 

Poster of the Event: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geotagged pictures: 
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Teachers’ Day 

Name of the event: • Teachers’ Day Celebration 

 

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: celebration 

 

The students of the English Department at Janki Devi Memorial College hosted a celebratory 

event to honor the professors on 5th September 2023 in Room Number 13 at 1 PM, on the 

occasion of the Teacher's Day, also known as Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan's birthday. The 

program began by welcoming our principal, Prof Swati Pal, and all the teachers of the 

Department of English with flowers, handmade cards, and a very warm cake-cutting ceremony. 

The students showcased their love and talent through various performances like songs, dances, 

and music. The celebratory event was a great joy for everyone. 
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Foundation Lecture on Greek Comedy: An Overview of Aristophane’s Lysistrata 

Name of the event: Foundation Lecture on Greek Comedy: An 

Overview of Aristophane’s Lysistrata  

Name of the organizer (s): English Department Association: Ms Ruchika 

Bhatia, Mr Tarun Sharma, Dr Madhulika Nirmal 

Type of event 

(intra-college/inter-college/ state/ 

national or any other collaboration) 

Intra college 

Objectives of the event: Foundation lecture 

Name and Affiliation of the Resource 

person: 

Dr Jitender Gill 

 The English Department of Janki Devi Memorial College organized a Foundation Lecture on  

Greek Comedy for the first-year students on 1 September 2023 in room no. 13 by Dr Jitender 

Gill. Aristophane’s Lysistrata. The talk offered a detailed discussion of the Western classical 

text within literary studies. The session immensely helped the students understand the 

framework of Greek Comedy with invaluable insights into Greek society, especially the 

warfare of the Hellenic world. The insightful lecture was attended by 35 students. 



 

 

 

 

     



 
 

Sample of Feedback/Evaluation Questions: 

Q1 How will you rate the content/coverage of the session?  

 

Q2. How will you rate the presentation/communication of the resource person?   

 

Q3. How will you rate the overall experience of the session?  



• Foundation Lecture on The Greek Epic 

The English Department of Janki Devi Memorial College organised a Foundation Lecture on 

The Greek Epic for the first-year students on 24 August 2023 in room no. 13 by Dr Jitender 

Gill. The lecture introduced the students to the basics of the Greek Epic, its terminologies and 

usage. The talk helped the students to align with the curriculum offered. All 28 students well 

received the session and actively participated in the discussions that followed. The students 

showed immense interest in attending such lectures on a scheduled basis. 

Poster for the lecture: 

 



Pictures for the lecture: 

 

 

 



• Orientation Programme 

The English Department Association (EDA) conducted its Orientation Programme for the First 

Years, on 16th August, 2023 at 10 am in Room No 13. The programme was attended by nearly 

40 students who were introduced to the faculty members of the department. The Principal, Prof. 

Swati Pal welcomed the students and explained to them the diverse aspects of our college. 

Students were given copies of their time table, apprised about the course structure, paper names 

and respective texts. They were also explained in detail about the new NEP course structure, 

attendance rules, assessment guidelines, and expected rules of conduct. Students were given a 

short tour of the college, for e.g., the college library, e-resource centre, recording room, 

auditorium, cafeteria, administrative block, and the principal’s office. They also briefly met the 

principal in her office, who explained to them the rules and regulations strictly followed by the 

institution and at the end gave them sweets. 

Poster for the Orientation 

 



Pictures for the Orientation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


